Constructing Ethical Evidence: Can We Rely on the Virtues of a Reflexive
Qualitative Researcher to Generate Trust?

Abstract

The qualitative researcher is no objective bystander. Disinterestedness is not an instrument
in the qualitative researcher’s toolbox. The levels of immersion required make emotional,
political and personal responsiveness inevitable. A neutral sounding term like ‘reflexivity’
does little justice to how powerful these responses can be. The reflexive researcher is fully
aware of the consequences of the impact of their mere presence, as well as how they report
and apply their research engagement. The ‘subjects’ of qualitative research are
collaborators and researchers are in a relationship that is imbued with meaning for both
researcher and researched(-with). The virtues of courage and honesty are essential if
gualitative research is to produce the kind of expertise and evidence that makes a
difference, but how do these currently affect how and how far qualitative research may be
trusted?
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