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“Full and equal equality: what consensus can there be
in the case of people labelled as having an intellectual
disability under the UN Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities?”
Seminar Presentation
The aim of full and equal equality for all people with disabilities is set out in the
UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Yet the legal autonomy of
men and women with intellectual disabilities is often denied so that others can act to
protect them from harm. This tension which is endemic to health and care practice,
and advocacy, is explored through a review of the multiple and often conflicting ways in
which disability and intellectual disability are conceptualized in disability studies, law,
medicine, and policy. Noting that any consensus on the rights of persons with
intellectual disabilities is unlikely given the diverse ways in which it is understood, some
thoughts are offered on how, through empirical research, health and social scientists
might lay the ground for building consensus in the future.
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