MAKING
THE RIGHT
CHOICES
FOR YOU
Choosing your first-choice university isn’t easy
under normal conditions, and especially not with
the current uncertainty created by COVID-19.
You might have missed out on visiting open days
and applicant days or just be wondering whether
now is the right time at all. Deciding whether to
start your degree this September is an extremely
personal decision.

We’re here to support you – we’ve pulled together
key questions to consider and useful resources
to help you make the right choice for you. This
booklet is jam-packed with information and has
space for you to record your own thoughts too.
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NEXT STEPS
TIMELINE

This is your pathway to starting higher education.
This journey highlights the key stages in the UCAS timeline
so you can make informed decisions – at the right time.

ALLOCATED
HOUSING

YOU ARE
HERE

Students joining UEA in
September will apply for and be
allocated their accommodation.
The dates will be similar for
other universities.

You’ve received your university
offers (yay!) and are deciding
which will be your firm (first) and
insurance (second) choice.

18 JUNE
JUNE

YOU
START YOUR
UNIVERSITY
EXPERIENCE!

DECISION
DEADLINE
This is the date you need to
have replied to your offers in
UCAS track, before they are
automatically declined. This
deadline may be different for
you, check UCAS track
to confirm.

AUGUST
JULY/AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

RESULTS
DAY
Your results are out and you’ll
know which university you will be
attending. You’ll also be able to bag
a university place through clearing.
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QUESTIONS
TO CONSIDER
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Think about these 8 questions before making any final
decisions. Each question has an area for you to insert
some notes, thoughts and to brainstorm – to help you
think about planning your future.

1 . IS UNIVERSITY STILL THE
RIGHT CHOICE FOR ME?
You might be thinking about other
options aside from university. To help
make your decision, consider why
you applied to study at university in
the first place. What was that initial
spark? What did you want to gain
from going to university? Think about
the end goal and this might help you
recognise what’s needed to get there.
A list of pros and cons of going to
university might be helpful – does
COVID-19 change your thoughts
about any of them?

Use this space to brainstorm your ideas.
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2. SHOULD I DEFER MY PLACE AT
UNIVERSITY UNTIL NEXT YEAR?
Take some time to consider what you
might do if you did defer your entry.
Many students usually take a gap year
to travel or work, but these may be
affected by COVID-19.
Don’t forget that the competition for
university places may be higher next
year too – there are lots of students
considering starting next year instead.

Use the space to jot down some reasons for and against deferring to help you make this decision.
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3. WILL ONLINE LEARNING BE THE
SAME AS FACE-TO-FACE LEARNING?
Online learning and teaching will vary
by course and university, but you can
be assured that everyone is doing
all they can to maintain the high
standards you would expect. At UEA,
we have a great system for teaching
online already, delivering lectures
through to seminars, small groups
discussions and forums.
We’re not just looking at learning
and teaching either – there are
plans in place at UEA for your whole
university experience so you don’t
miss out on social and sport activities.

Think about the pros and cons of online and face-to-face learning styles. The chances are that you
will experience a mixture of both during your degree. How might this be a benefit?
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4. HOW WILL GRADES BE
CALCULATED AND WHAT DOES
THIS MEAN FOR MY APPLICATION?
Your grades will be calculated by
your school or college in line with
new government guidance and will
be used in the same way as ‘normal’
by universities. UEA, and other
universities, will be looking at all
applications received and have plans
in place in to make sure everyone is
treated fairly.
Speak to your teacher or advisor to
find out more about how your grades
will be calculated.

Are there any questions about your grades it would be useful to chat to your teacher about?
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5. AM I APPLYING TO THE
RIGHT UNIVERSITY FOR ME?
Use this time to revisit why you
applied to that university initially.
Was it for the course? The location?
The campus? Remember that normality
will resume at some point, so these
aspects are still worth considering.
Universities have lots of great virtual
tours and experiences on their websites,
so make use of them to refresh your
memory.
Check out our virtual tours of campus
and Norwich at explore.uea.ac.uk –
use a tablet or your phone to get the
most from the 360 videos.

Use this space to list what you want from your university experience.
Are some aspects more important than others?
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6. IS THE COURSE I’VE APPLIED
TO RIGHT FOR ME?
Think back to the questions you asked
yourself when you were completing
your application. What do you enjoy
doing now? What are you good at? Do
you have a career path in mind? Use
this time to review the courses you’ve
applied for – looking on university
websites is a great start.
Not sure where to start, use our
handy tips here:
CLICK HERE

Use the space to jot down some ideas about why your chosen course inspires you. If you’re
struggling with this or have changed your mind, then complete the activity for the ‘new’ subject.
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7. WHAT WILL IT BE LIKE
MOVING AWAY FROM HOME?
It’s normal for moving away from
home to feel daunting, but don’t
forget that lots of people you meet
will be in the same boat. You’re all in
it together!
Each student’s experience is different
but remember there are lots of places
to get support and places to find hints
and tips for making the transition a
little easier. Ask one of our students
how they found moving away here:
CLICK HERE

Use the space to consider what you might have to spend money on and budget for as a university
student. It’s not all baked beans and pot noodles!
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8. HOW WILL I SETTLE IN?
Not everybody feels ‘at home’
straight away so it is important to give
yourself time to settle in. Universities
run loads of activities to help, you’ll
be spoilt for choice. University
websites and social media are a great
way to keep up to date with what will
be going on – there might be some
virtual events too.

Use this space to write a list of any hobbies you’ve got – you could join a society to find other people who
like the same things. What about any top tips for managing homesickness?
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WHAT CAN UEA DO
TO HELP ME?
ASK UEA - CHAT
WITH STAFF AND
STUDENTS
Have a specific question
about your course or
university life? Then
what better than
speaking to current UEA
students and staff!

WELCOME TO
UEA WEBPAGE

VIRTUAL CAMPUS
EXPERIENCE

Full of FAQ's, subject talks,
webinars & blog posts.

Go on a tour of campus and
Norwich. Use your tablet
or mobile to get the most
from the 360 videos.

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

PREPARING FOR UNIVERSITY MOOC

A free 6-week course focused on skills for higher education.
CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE
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WHERE ELSE CAN I GO
FOR HELP?

GET IN TOUCH

Got questions? Email us
at admissions@uea.ac.uk
or go to your course page
on the UEA website and
click the ‘Chat to Admissions’
button to chat to a
member of the team.

UEA
WEBINAR
PROGRAMME

UCAS
KEY
DATES

VIRTUAL
TOUR
FINDER

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

ASK A
STUDENT

UCAS
WEBSITE

THE
STUDENT
ROOM

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE
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GOOD LUCK
& SEE YOU
SOON

* Information correct at time of publication – May 2020
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