UNIVERSITY
OFFERS
Now that your application has been sent off,
there are several possible outcomes:

UNCONDITIONAL OFFER
An unconditional offer is an offer that
is not dependent on your grades.
This means that you have a guaranteed
place at the university should you
choose to accept it. Sounds great right?
It can be, but make sure you choose
the university that’s right for you. It is
still important that you work hard to get
the best grades you can as your university
course will expect you to be at a certain
academic standard.

COURSE CHANGE
If a university is unable to make you an offer
for your chosen course, they may offer you
a place on an alternative course. This can
be a foundation year, or in a similar subject.
Make sure you check that the course is still
something you are interested in before you
accept the offer.

INTERVIEW

CONDITIONAL OFFER
A conditional offer is dependent on your
grades. If your exam results meet the
entry requirements for the course, you
will be given a place. It is at the discretion
of the university if they choose to accept
a student who missed their grades. When
making this decision universities look at
the number of factors including the
number of places still available, the grades
achieved in individual subjects that are
relevant to the course applied for, and
how the rest of the cohort has performed.

Some universities as well as certain
courses, such as medicine, will invite you
to attend an interview before making an
offer. You can usually find guidance on
the university website of the format
your interview will take.

UNSUCCESSFUL
An unsuccessful application means
the university has decided not to
offer you a place on the course.

WHEN WILL I HEAR
BACK FROM UNIVERSITIES?
Each university and college will decide at
different times, so you might receive
an offer back from the same university
before a friend does, or vice versa.
This is perfectly normal! Universities
do however have a deadline which
they have to respond by.

TOP TIP
WHEN A UNIVERSITY
MAKES A DECISION YOU
WILL BE NOTIFIED VIA EMAIL
AND THE DECISION WILL
APPEAR ON UCAS TRACK.

If you submitted your UCAS application
by 15 January deadline, universities have
to respond at the beginning of May.

RESPONDING
TO OFFERS
After you’ve received your offers back, its decision time
Now you must select a firm choice (the place you really want to go to),
an insurance choice (your second choice university) and then decline
your remaining offers.
Not sure how to make those two choices? Use the handy pull out chart in the back
of this booklet to easily compare your course and university choices.

How long do I have to decide?

HOW DO I DECIDE
BETWEEN UNIVERSITIES?
Here are some questions you can ask yourself
to help narrow down your choices:
Is the course right for you?
Course content for the same subject
area can vary quite considerably at each
university. With this in mind, ask yourself:

Universities will invite you along to an
Applicant Day. This is a great opportunity
to have another look at a university, and
speak to academics and current students.

– Do the modules on offer interest me?

Focus on your studies

–W
 hat facilities are available for me to
use on the course?

It’s easy to get lost in researching
universities – it’s an exciting topic to get
stuck in to. However, don’t forgot to focus
on your studies. They are the last piece of
the puzzle to secure your place at university
so knuckle down for the last few months
– you’ve got this!

–H
 ow will I be assessed and does this suit
my strengths?
–H
 ow will I be taught?
Is the university right for you?
– What is the student accommodation like?
–W
 hat social activities can I get
involved in?
– What support is on offer?
–W
 hat is the cost of living like in
that area?
–W
 hat is the surrounding area like?

You will be given a deadline to respond to offers. The exact date will depend on
when you received your final university offer. Check UCAS Track for your own
individual deadline.

HERE ARE OUR TOP TIPS ON
MAKING YOUR FINAL CHOICES:
–BEFORE MAKING ANY DECISION MAKE SURE YOU WAIT FOR ALL
OF YOUR OFFERS TO COME THROUGH
–WHEN MAKING YOUR INSURANCE CHOICE, PICK A UNIVERSITY
WITH SLIGHTLY LOWER ENTRY REQUIREMENTS THAN YOUR FIRM
–MAKE SURE YOU CHOOSE TWO UNIVERSITIES THAT YOU
ACTUALLY WANT TO GO TO.

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
Now it’s time to apply for Student Finance
You can apply online at www.gov.uk/apply-online-for-student-finance between
February and May (check online for the exact dates for your entry year). Remember
to apply on time! For more info on how student finance works and the money you
could be entitled to, check out our finance webpages: www.uea.ac.uk/finance

Applying for accommodation
The majority of universities provide accommodation, also known as
halls of residence, or halls for short, for your first year of study.
Your chosen university will get in touch with you directly about applying
for accommodation.
Types of accommodation vary at each university. Options can include:
– Self-catered

– En suite

– Catered

– Shared

Students who chose to study at UEA will ordinarily be emailed an accommodation
preference form in the Spring. You must ensure you apply for accommodation on
time, regardless of your university choice. Once you have received your results,
your university will contact you to confirm the accommodation you have
been allocated.
After your first year at university, you’ll move out of halls and usually rent a house in
the local area with your friends. Universities usually have a list of approved landlords
that they can provide to help you find a house. It isn’t something you have to do on
your own.

TOP TIP
KEEP AN EYE ON YOUR EMAILS AS THIS IS THE MAIN WAY
UNIVERSITIES WILL COMMUNICATE WITH YOU ABOUT IMPORTANT
THINGS LIKE ACCOMMODATION. CHECK YOUR SPAM FOLDER!

