Why sttidythe media?
The media has become the most common source of scienti

S change for most New Zealanders (Bell, 1994), and in the
change is one of the most pressing and challengin g environmental problems of our time. |t has been the focus of one of the most e e R ek v A e e

ressively coordinated international scientific efforts in recent memory. Moreover, the communication and sociological literature feature a Ungar , 1992; Ungar 1995), most of them n the United States.

tossocial research on ge(Trumbo and Shanzhan , 2000). The media has been responsiblefor both e (G ) 105k & iy A0,

its di ssemination and miscommunication, and has had a strong i ini policy. Thit
imate change in Portugal. Past studies (de Almeida et al., 1998) have shown that the Portuguese public does not regard this environmen
blem as one of the most serious. Could thi: lack of i Thisi; i i tries to addre -

= Whyare the'social sciences relevant ?
Knowledge about the physical nature of global climatic changes i not sufficient to move from comprehension to a solution of th

Climate policies as a form of managed climate change have to draw extensively on social science expertise (von Storch and

Furthermore, the social sciences remind Us to question the assumptions and propositions that those who are already committed to a

action may take for granted ( Rayner and Malone, 1998). We believe the social sciences are particulaly relevant in the case of climate cha
very few studi have taken up this approach in Portugal. They can shed light on many unanswered questions.

instance, the perception of th 0 ell ja to this global envi problen,
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climate change follows a cycle.
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