Mission Scientists Debriefing Sheet

Flight No. B270 

Targeted observations of Sensitive Area Prediction south of Iceland (Plan 104)

Date: 24 February 2007
Aims
· Dropsonde observations of  areas of forecast sensitivity in the vicinity of Iceland 
· High-level (25-30 kft) legs in lawnmower pattern with dropsondes released  every 120 nm 

· Verification areas: NWEU (North West Europe) primarily, some SCAN sensitivity too.
· Optimisation times: 36-48 hours; VT 00z and 12z 26 February

· Missions can be flown at most efficient speed
Assessment of the Flight

Highly successful. 

All 11 dropsondes worked well, apart from drop 4 which did not start receiving wind data till 580 mb (whereas T etc was 440mb). All dropsondes were transmitted onto the GTS in real time, and all made the Met Office database in time for the 12 UTC forecast, i.e. made the QG cycle. Modification to dropsonde launch system has allowed wind data to be received immediately upon launch – an excellent initiative by Stuart Heath.

Realised during flight that a zig-zig pattern northbound would have saved around 30 minutes flying time; such patterns will be used in the future.

Summary of weather conditions

Low pressure system over British Isles, SE flow over flight area. Generally cloudy.
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