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My presentation will focus on the role of nonresident fathers in the lives of children.  I will summarize prior research in this area and present an overview of our five-year research project examining nonresident father involvement and child well-being.  
Our project draws on four nationally representative data sets and focuses on two specific aims:

1. To understand how nonresident fathers participate in the lives of children and how paternal participation varies by characteristics that represent the increasing diversity of families in the U.S.

2. To assess the importance of nonresident father involvement for child well-being and to determine the contexts in which such involvement is most beneficial to children.

I will provide several examples of recent findings from different studies coming out of our project including:

1. Racial and ethnic diversity in nonresident father involvement

2. The importance of the coparental relationship for nonresident fathers’ ties to children

3. Links between multiple dimensions of nonresident father involvement and adolescent well-being

4. Patterns of adolescents’ relationships with both stepfathers and nonresident biological fathers with implications for adolescent well-being
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