Anglia Television and the History of ITV:

Programming, Regionalism and the Television Economy

A conference organised by the University of East Anglia’s School of Film and Television Studies, and the East Anglian Film Archive
Provisional timetable

Friday 14th November, at Cinema City, St Andrew’s St, Norwich
10.45-11.15: Registration; coffee available in Cinema City bar/café 
11.15-11.25: Welcome and Introduction to the two days of talks and screenings
Cinema City Conference Room
11.25-11.40: Presentation by Andrew Higson     Cinema City Conference Room
‘“The first truly regional television station”? A very brief history of Anglia Television/ITV Anglia since 1959’

11.45-13.15: Panel One: Establishing a regional identity through Anglia Television     Cinema City Conference Room
Jane Alvey, ‘“Your Own ITV”: creating a regional audience for Anglia Television in the early years’

Charles Barr, ‘On the ball from the start: early sport on Anglia Television’
Barbara Sadler, ‘The Way We Were: an ITV history format and the discourses of regional identity’
13.15-14.15: Lunch     Cinema City bar/cafe
14.15-15.45: Panel Two: Popular fiction formats produced by Anglia      

Cinema City Screen 3
Tim Snelson, ‘“A village comes to life”: the role of regional life and the national network in the demise of Anglia Television’s Weavers Green (1966)’
Brett Mills, ‘Backs to the Land and Marjorie and Men: the regional television sitcom’

Mark Jancovich, ‘Tales of the Unexpected: the horror anthology format, genre and promotion’
15.45-16.15: Tea     Cinema City bar/cafe
16.15-18.30: Weavers Green and other highlights from the Anglia Television archives     Cinema City Screen 3
A series of archival screenings from the 1960s and 1970s, from the Anglia Television collection at the East Anglian Film Archive, including an episode of the 1966 rural soap opera Weavers Green, material from the long-running local heritage magazine Bygones, the first episode of Backs to the Land, a 1977 sitcom, and a 1982 episode of the highly successful game show Sale of the Century. 

18.30:
Break

18.45-20.00: Evening meal in Cinema City Restaurant
19.15-20.00:
Reception in Cinema City bar/café, for symposium delegates and invited guests

20.15-20.55: Anglia Television’s opening night in 1959: Introducing Anglia
Cinema City Screen 1
Short introductions from Andrew Higson (UEA), Neil Thompson (ITV Anglia), and Richard Taylor (East Anglian Film Archive), followed by a screening of Introducing Anglia, the very first programme broadcast by Anglia Television on their first day of broadcasting, 27 October 1959. 

21.00-22.35: Screening of The Violent Years     Cinema City Screen 1
A unique screening of the play broadcast on Anglia Television’s opening night on 27 October 1959 in the ITV Play of the Week slot. Beginning on the eve of the First World War in Austria, moving through the Nazi years, and finishing in post-war America, The Violent Years explores the dramatic political and social circumstances of the mid-20th century through the lens of romance, family melodrama and courtroom drama. The play was directed by Peter Graham Scott and starred Laurence Harvey, who had just collaborated on Room at the Top with producer John Woolf, the founding member of the Anglia board who oversaw their ambitious drama programme for many years. 

Saturday 15th November, at The Archive Centre

All sessions in The Green Room, at The Archive Centre, Martineau Lane, Norwich
09.00-09.30: Registration and coffee
09.30-09.40: Introduction to day two of the conference (Andrew Higson)
09.40-10.20: Presentation by Cathy Johnson and Rob Turnock: 
‘Writing the history of ITV’

10.20-10.50: Presentation by Mike Talbot (ITV Anglia):

‘From the Anglia knight to Anglia Tonight – ITV’s regional view over the last two decades’
10.50-11.20: Coffee 

11.20-12.50: Panel Three: Case studies of three of Anglia’s most successful formats 
Lez Cooke, ‘Anglia’s Contribution to ITV’s Anthology Play Series’;
Su Holmes, ‘“Live from Norwich…. It’s the Quiz of the Week!”: Quiz/Game Show Culture, ITV history and Anglia TV’; 

Sherryl Wilson, ‘“Here’s Trisha”: Commercialism, Sensationalism and Public Service Broadcasting’
12.50-13.50: Lunch (with an optional tour of the East Anglian Film Archive vaults)
13.50-14.20: Screening of archival material 
‘Culture and society in the East of England on Anglia Television, 1959-1961’ (extracts from regional news and other non-fiction programmes held at the East Anglian Film Archive)
14.20-14.50: Presentation by Richard Taylor and colleagues from the East Anglian Film Archive:

‘Unlocking access to a regional television archive: the East Anglian Film Archive and the Anglia Television collection’
Followed by a short break 

15.00-16.00: Panel Four: ITV histories, the regional and the national

Sylvia Harvey, ‘The rise and fall of regional television in the UK’

Jamie Medhurst, ‘The regional, the national and ITV in Wales’ 

16.00-16.30: Tea 

16.30-17.30: Panel Five: Working at Anglia 

Caroline Merz, ‘About Anglia: Anglia Television as a workplace and a community’
Graham Creelman (Executive Producer, Survival, 1987-95), ‘Survival: the extinction of a species’
17.30:
Final remarks and close of conference

Details of speakers

Jane Alvey, Head of Collections, East Anglian Film Archive

Charles Barr, Emeritus Professor, University of East Anglia, and Visiting Professor, University College, Dublin

Lez Cooke, Research Fellow in Television Drama, Manchester Metropolitan University

Graham Creelman, former Executive Producer of Survival, and former Managing Director, Anglia Television; chair of governors, Norwich University College of the Arts
Sylvia Harvey, Professor of Broadcasting Policy, University of Lincoln  

Andrew Higson, Professor of Film Studies, University of East Anglia

Su Holmes, Reader in Television Studies, University of East Anglia

Mark Jancovich, Professor of Film and Television Studies, University of East Anglia

Cathy Johnson, Senior Lecturer in Television History and Theory, Royal Holloway, University of London
Jamie Medhurst, Lecturer in Media History, Aberystwyth University 

Caroline Merz, consultant researcher, freelance journalist, former researcher at Anglia Television

Brett Mills, Lecturer in Television Studies, University of East Anglia

Barbara Sadler, doctoral student, ‘Televising History’ project, University of Lincoln 

Tim Snelson, Lecturer in Culture and Media, University of East Anglia

Mike Talbot, Editor, Current Affairs and Campaigns, ITV Anglia

Richard Taylor, Director, East Anglian Film Archive, University of East Anglia

Rob Turnock, Senior Researcher in Television History, Royal Holloway, University of London

Sherryl Wilson, Senior Lecturer in Media and Cultural Studies, University of the West of England 
Credits

Conference organisers: Andrew Higson, Su Holmes, Brett Mills
Archival television material organised by:  Richard Taylor and colleagues, East Anglian Film Archive
Administrative support: Antonella Palmieri, Jon Stubbs
Technical support: Sean Kelly, Peter White
With thanks to:

· the Arts and Humanities Research Council and Screen East for funding

· Picturehouse Cinemas (Deborah Allison) and Cinema City (Jack Thompson, Steven Smith)
· The Archive Centre (Rachel Farmer)
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